SPECIAL EDUCATION MUSIC THERAPY ASSESSMENT PROCESS
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Review Student’s Current IEP





INTERVIEWS


Interview members of the IEP team, especially the classroom teacher, parent, and related therapist(s). The Music Therapist will ask particularly about areas of the IEP in which the student is not making expected progress (<50% achievement). 








TARGET IEP OBJECTIVES


Based on the review of the IEP and interviews, the MT will target a specific number of IEP objectives on which the assessment will be based. Objectives chosen are those which can be addressed with music therapy strategies and with which the student has been reported to show particular difficulty (<50% achievement). Only those objectives which could be addressed within one or two music therapy assessment sessions will be targeted.








NON MUSIC OBSERVATION


The Music Therapist will schedule and complete an observation of the student working on the targeted IEP objectives in a NON musical setting. The observation is documented in real time: through notes, audio/tape recording 





MUSIC THERAPY OBSERVATION


The Music Therapist will then plan a music therapy assessment session. In this setting, the MT-BC will assess the student’s performance on targeted IEP objectives using music therapy strategies.








COMPARE MUSIC VS. NON MUSIC DATA


If the student performs significantly better (25%) in the music therapy setting, this service will be deemed necessary for the student to achieve their existing IEP goals and objectives.





GROUP THERAPY


(25% improvement in MT)


Student goals addressed in a group setting and music therapy is added to the IEP as a related Service. This is at the discretion of the Music Therapist





INDIVIDUAL THERAPY


(25% improvement in MT)


Student goals addressed in an individual setting and music therapy is added to the IEP as a related service. This is at the discretion of the Music Therapist








DID NOT QUALIFY


(<25% improvement in MT)


If the student does not show significant improvement on IEP objectives he or she will not qualify for specialized services or for the addition of music therapy to the IEP.








